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LETTERS WRITTEN FROM AMERICA

1849-1853
LEO LESQUEREUX
Translation from the French
by H. Dwight Page
Biography and Illustrations
by Donald G. Tritt
Introduction and Editing
by Wendy Everham
In his Letters Written from America composed 1849
and 1853 for the Revue Suisse, the Swiss immigrant Leo
Lesquereux (!806-1889), a native of Fleurier in Canton
Neuchatel, offers an in-depth portrait of the United States.
In his extensive travels the deaf botanist observed white, red,
and black people, frontier life, as well as American institutions and assessed them from the
vantage point of a learned European newcomer. His essays, translated from the French by
H. Dwight Page, are preceded by a pioneering illustrated biography
written by Donald G. Tritt who has added a comprehensive list- _
ing of Lesquereux's works and a rich set of pertinent gen ea log!:
ical data. In two essays Wendy Everham portrays first the
contours of the botanical scholar's cultural and
racial views, then traces the origins and the context of his ideological outlook which renects typical mid-nineteenth century perspectives. The
book intends to commemorate the 200th birthday of this Swiss American botanist whose .
scholarly work has been enduring while his ide- .•:,. "·•· · ·
ological stance mirrors the radical limitations of
h
Lesquereux home, Columbus, 0 io
his times.
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JAKOB OTTO WYSS

1846-1927
POSTMASTER IN KLAU
Letters from California
Edited by Pit Wyss
In Collaboration with Paul Hugger
Translation from the German
by H. Dwight Page
Jakob Otto Wyss, born in 1846 and brought up in Otelfingen in
the canton of Zurich, finally reaches Paris as a machinery mechanic on the road. When in 1870 war breaks out between France and
Prussia and the rebellion of the Commune shakes the French capital, he travels farther west, to Manchester, New York and on to
California. There he finds work in a quicksilver mine, but it closes, so Wyss establishes himself as a farmer on the
mine's property. He earns the respect of his
American neighbors, becomes a judge and a
postmaster and "Dealer in General
Merchandise." His is a hard existence in the
mountainous California hinterland, on the
edge of civilization.
About all this report Wyss and his wife
(and after her death, his second wife) in colorful and often moving letters. These read
like newspaper reports about the daily life of
the tough pioneers. They report about the
good and the difficult times in both marriages
and, taken together, create an extraordinary
family saga. Not least of all they constitute a document of America's journey into the modern world.
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